
Cherrybrook to Hornsby via FishpondsCherrybrook to Hornsby via Fishponds

A         beautiful         walk         through         the         Berowra         Valley
Regional         Park.         The         walk         mostly         follows         the         Great
North         Walk,         between         Cherrybrook         and         Hornsby.
There         are         some         fantastic         lookouts         along         the         way
and         some         excellent         scenery         along         Berowra         creek,
including         the         'Fishponds'.         The         start         and         end         of         the
walk         are         close         to         good         shopping         centres,         so         this         is
also         a         good         walk         for         those         who         like         to         start         or
finish         their         walks         in         a         cafe.
Berowra         Valley         National         Park

Length:
Time:
Climb:
Style:
Rating:
Where:
Transport:

9         km
3         hrs         45         mins
536         m
One         way
Track:         Hard
0.3         km         ESE         of         Cherrybrook
bus         car         train

Visit www.wildwalks.com  for more info
Side         trips         and         Alternate         routes         mentioned         in         these         notes         are         not         included         in         the         tracks         overall         rating,         distance         or         time         estimate.         The         notes         only         describe         the         side
trips         and         Alternate         routes         in         one         direction.         Allow         extra         time         for         resting         and         exploring         areas         of         interest.         Please         ensure         you         and         your         group         are         well         prepared
and         equipped         for         all         possible         hazards         and         delays.         The         authors,         staff         and         owners         of         wildwalks         take         care         in         preparing         these         notes         but         will         not         accept
responsibility         for         any         inconvenience,         loss         or         injury         sustained         by         using         these         notes         or         maps.         Please         take         care         and         share         your         experience         through         the         website.
Please check park closures, weather information and Fire Danger Rating just before leaving for your walk. Walk maybe closed during Total Fire Ban.
GPS for start the start of this walk:-33.7217,151.0442 & for the end:-33.7035,151.098

 National Parks Association of NSW - Learn more about the NPA www.npansw.org.au  
 Walk with a club - Enjoy bushwalking and make new friends                                                (community announcement) 
 The NPA is more than just a bushwalking club. We are a conservation group that helps protect natural places
 As a member you can join any of our 1000 guided walks each year and enjoy our quaterly Magazine 'Nature NSW'. 
 Membership fee is just $65 per year, concession fee also available. Learn More...   

Top of The Lakes Of Cherrybrook park to Lakes trackhead  0.1km 1 mins 
 (From S) From below 50 Shepherds Drive, opposite the shopping centre, the walk follows the concrete footpath into
'The Lakes Of Cherrybrook' park, keeping the playground to the right. The footpath comes to the signpost for 'Callicoma
Walk' just before the unfenced lakes.  

 The Lakes Of Cherrybrook    
 The Lakes Of Cherrybrook is a park at the intersection of Shepherds Dr and Macquarie Dr, Cherrybrook. The lakes
featured in the park were formed when the local creek was dammed for the benefit of farmers. The park has a free
electric BBQ, sheltered picnic tables, taps and bubblers as well as a playground for the kids. There is a large shopping
centre nearby. There are several signposted buswalks in the area, including the 5.1km 'Callicoma Walk' loop track.  

Lakes trackhead to Int at stone wall  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 0.05 km) Veer left: From the 'Callicoma Walk' signpost, the walk follows the 'Sydney Cove' arrow along the
concrete footpath, keeping the lakes on the right. The walk passes a free BBQ and picnic shelters on the left, and a
couple of viewing platforms on the right before coming to an intersection just before the road and beside a low
handmade stone wall.  

Int at stone wall to Int. of Blackwattle Trail and Callicoma Walk  0.2km 3 mins 
 (From 0.17 km) Turn right: From behind the low stone wall, the track follows the concrete footpath down the hill through
the graffiti-covered tunnel, emerging in a clearing behind the 'Cherrybrook Girl Guides' building. 
 Veer right: From the clearing, the walk follows the bush track, initially keeping the Girl Guides hall on the left. The track
passes a shortcut track on the right before coming to a 'T' intersection with a management trail marked with track arrows.  

Int. of Blackwattle Trail and Callicoma Walk to Top of the Disturbed Creek stairs  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 0.35 km) Veer right: From the intersection, the walk follows the management trail down the hill, keeping the
houses to the left, arriving at the signposted intersection at the top of the stairs (with a track on the right).  

Top of the Disturbed Creek stairs to Int of Callicoma Walk and McKinley trail  0.2km 3 mins 
 (From 0.59 km) Veer right: From the intersection, the walk goes down the steps towards the creek. Immediately after
crossing the creek, on concrete stepping stones, the walk bends to the left, following the 'Callicoma Walk' arrow. The
walk soon crosses some old concrete slabs and then drops down some more steps. After following the creek, on the left,
for a short distance the walk comes to an intersection (with a management trail coming down the hill on the right).  

Int of Callicoma Walk and McKinley trail to Int of Callicoma Walk and Disturbed Creek trail  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 0.76 km) Veer left: From the intersection, the walk follows the management trail down the hill, keeping the creek
on the left and soon arrives at a fork intersection.  

Page 1/7 PDF generated on 22 Nov 2013

http://www.wildwalks.com/
http://www.wildwalks.com/
http://www.wildwalks.com/alphacontent/bushwalking-and-hiking-in-nsw/berowra-valley-regional-park/view/cherrybrook-to-hornsby-via-fishponds.html
http://www.npansw.org.au/
http://www.npansw.org.au/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=445&amp;Itemid=394


Cherrybrook to Hornsby via FishpondsCherrybrook to Hornsby via Fishponds

Int of Callicoma Walk and Disturbed Creek trail to Int of Callicoma Walk and Pogson Dr management trail  0.2km
4 mins 
 (From 0.85 km) Veer right: From the intersection, the walk follows the bush track, keeping the creek on the left and
immediately passes a 'Callicoma Walk' signpost. The walk continues along the well formed bush track and climbs steeply
to an intersection marked with a 'Callicoma Walk' and red GNW signpost.  
Int of Callicoma Walk and Pogson Dr management trail to Int of GNW and Stringybark Ridge trail  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 1.04 km) Turn left: From the intersection, the walk follows the asphalted management trail up, over the hill,
keeping the houses up to the right and soon arrives at an intersection marked with a 'Callicoma Walk' and red GNW track
marker. 
 Turn left: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Callicoma Walk' arrow down the management trail (no asphalt),
keeping the power lines to the left. The walk descends steeply for a while then flattens out and soon comes to an
intersection with the Great North Walk.  

Int of GNW and Stringybark Ridge trail to Elouera Lookout  1km 25 mins 
 (From 1.55 km) Turn left : From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Great North Walk' sign down the narrower track.
The track leads downhill for about 70m, getting steeper as it goes, and then crosses Berowra Creek - this creek may
become impassable after rain. On the other side, the walk comes to an intersection on a small sandy beach. Here, the
walk turns left, following the GNW arrows downstream for about 250m among the grass trees and crossing a flat timber
bridge. The rocky track then continues for just shy of 250m and crosses a mossy gully on a large flat rock. The track then
continues, staying fairly flat for another 170m before bending right and heading steeply uphill. At the top of this climb, the
track soon leads to a section of fenced cliff. At the end of the fence, the walk passes through casuarina forest for a short
distance before passing alongside another (longer) fenced cliff and coming to the Elouera Lookout, where there is an
intersection with the 'Westleigh' track (on your right).  

 Elouera Lookout    
 This fenced lookout is on the Benowie Track close to Westleigh. There are uninterrupted views from the clifftop across
the Berowra Creek valley, which is rare for the area. As well as being on the Great North Walk, this lookout can be
accessed by a short walk from Elouera Rd, Westleigh. This section of fenced rock platform is about 100m long, and
there is some limited shade from the casuarina near the lookout if you want to take a rest.  
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Elouera Lookout to Fishponds Lookout  3.8km 1 Hrs 25 mins 
 (From 2.59 km) Continue straight: From Elouera Lookout, this walk follows the 'Great North Walk' sign along the track,
keeping the fence and valley to your left. At the end of the fence, the walk bends left following the rocky flat track for
about 200m, where the track then becomes progressively steeper for about 250m, winding steeply down then across a
flat timber bridge. From here, the track leads beside Berowra Creek for a short time before crossing another flat timber
bridge. The track then passes among the pleasant grass trees for about 200m (crossing a couple of small creeks with
timber plank spans) to then climb a few sets of timber steps and cross a small (often dry) creek. From here, the track
gently winds up along the side of the hill for about 800m, passing through a pleasant casuarina forest then heading
across a rocky creek on another small, flat, timber bridge. Just over 100m later, the track crosses a smaller (often dry)
creek to then wind uphill for about 100m to a three-way intersection with the signposted 'Quarter Sessions Rd' track (on
your right). 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk heads north along the main rocky track, keeping the valley down to your left.
The track leads along beside a rock wall (which is on your right) and through a rock outcrop, where the track soon heads
quite steeply uphill along the eroded track for a short time. At the top of this steep section, the rocky track continues to
meander much more gently up along the side of the hill for about 300m, then crosses a small, rocky gully, just below
some houses. The track then continues gently uphill for about 100m to an intersection with the unsignposted
Blackfellows Head track (on your right). 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk heads north along the clear track, keeping the valley down to your left
for about 100m, where the walk comes to a three-way intersection and 'The Jungo' sign points back along the track. 
 Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the 'Fishponds' sign past the 'Berowra Valley Regional Park' sign,
gently uphill along the narrow ridge. The track is mostly flat for about 200m before it starts to head fairly steeply down
over some rocks and down a set of rock steps. This area comes alive with Patersonia lilies and pink wax flowers in early
spring. The track then continues fairly gently down along the narrow ridge for another 200m before leading through a
crack in a rock, then down a bit further to climb down through a particularly steep rocky section. Near the bottom of this
descent, this walk passes a couple of arrow posts, where the track bends right to pass below a large rock overhang. Just
beyond this overhang, the track bends left and leads across Waitara Creek at the interesting holes in the rock know as
'the spa'. This creek may become impassable after heavy rain, the rocks can also be slippery. Across the creek, the walk
comes to a large rock platform and a Blue Gum Track post.
After stopping to enjoy cool spot, this walk continues left along the unfenced rock platform (keeping the creek down to
your left). The walk soon steps off this large rock (at the far right-hand corner, through the fork in a tree). This walk heads
over another rock platform, then along a notably flat section of track (now with Berowra Creek on your left), passing
beside some cascades for about 100m before climbing up and over some rocks and under a sandstone overhang. The
track leads around the side of the hill for about 100m, then down to cross a small creek using the small flat timber bridge.
The walk then climbs up some timber steps to a fenced lookout over Fishponds, at a well-signposted intersection. A sign
points back along the track to 'Thornleigh Station'.  

 Fishponds Lookout    
 Fishponds Lookout is a fenced rock platform at the intersection of the Benowie walking track and the Rosemead
trackhead. It is marked with a number of Great North Walk signs. This informally named lookout has good views down
over Fishponds, a large waterhole on Berowra Creek. Looking north across the creek, there are views to the upper
waterhole and the cliffs on the other side.  

Fishponds Lookout to Fishponds crossing  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 6.42 km) Continue straight: From the lookout, this walk follows the 'Galston Gorge' sign along the fenced rock
shelf (keeping the fence to your left). The track leads down the rocky steps to the edge of Berowra Creek. The walk
crosses the creek using the stepping stones, and comes to a small cave on the other side. This creek may be
impassable after rain.  

 Fishponds    
 Fishponds is a long waterhole on Berowra Creek in Berowra Valley Regional Park. The waterhole is lined with tall cliffs
and a few sandstone caves. At the southern end, there are stepping stones to help cross the creek, and a small timber
bridge at the northern end. This is a beautiful spot and a worthy place to rest and enjoy the water passing by. The
waterhole is fairly popular with local teens in summer, cooling off. Swimming and jumping at the Fishponds waterhole
has resulted in fatalities - please heed the signs and Cora's parents' plea and enjoy the water from the edge.  
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Fishponds crossing to Fishponds Lookout  0.1km 2 mins 
 (From 6.5 km) Turn around: From the cave, this walk follows the 'Hornsby Railway Station' sign across Berowra Creek
using the concrete stepping stones. This creek may be impassable after rain. The walk then climbs the side of the hill
(tending right), heading up the rocky track to a fenced rock shelf. The walk follows the fence to a well-signposted
intersection and lookout over Fishponds.  

Fishponds Lookout to Int of Blue Gum Walk and Joes Mountain Service Trail  0.3km 5 mins 
 (From 6.57 km) Turn left: From the lookout, this walk follows the 'Rosemead Rd Trackhead' sign directly away from the
view over Berowra Creek. After about 70m, the track leads over a timber footbridge, then leads up the side of the valley
for about 100m to climb up the steep carved rock steps (with a hand rail). Here the track leads along the top of this
unfenced cliff and soon comes to a well signposted three-way intersection, where a 'Fishponds' sign points back along
the track. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, the walk follows the 'Hornsby Station' sign up along the track a short distance
to come to an intersection with a wide management trail.  

Int of Blue Gum Walk and Joes Mountain Service Trail to Int of Great North Walk and Rosemead Rd service trail 
0.9km 15 mins 
 (From 6.86 km) Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the Great North Walk arrow south along the wide
management trail, keeping the gully to your left. The walk climbs up the gentle hill for just over 300m, passing through
the turpentine forest to a saddle and small clearing. Here the walk continues along the trail as it bends right (ignoring the
track to the left) to leads downhill through the blue gum and bracken fern forest. The trail continues moderately steeply
down until it bends left to cross Old Mans Creek at the concrete stepping stones. The trail leads left and gently up the
hill, passing some houses (on your right) and soon comes to an intersection with a narrower track (on your left) after
about 150m.  

Int of Great North Walk and Rosemead Rd service trail to Berowra Valley Bushland Park  0km 1 mins 
 (From 7.72 km) Veer left: From the intersection, this walk follows the Great North Walk arrow along the narrower track
for a short distance, to Berowra Valley Bushland Park at the end of Rosemead Road.  

 Berowra Valley Bushland Park    
 'Berowra Valley Bushland Park' is also known as Rosemead Rd Park and is found at the bottom end of Rosemead Rd,
Hornsby. This is an open area park surrounded by shady eucalyptus trees, making a pleasant spot to rest on a walk. It
has a picnic table with bench seats, and a sheltered free electric BBQ. There is a water tap in the park, near the road.
There is also a 'Welcome to Old Mans Valley' information sign with information about the traditional country of the Darug
and Guringai peoples.  

Berowra Valley Bushland Park to Int of Quarry Road and Great North Walk  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 7.75 km) Veer left: From the lower side of 'Berowra Valley Bushland Park', this walk follows the 'Hornsby Station'
sign across the park, then follows the GNW arrow up the stone steps, keeping the houses to your right. The walk winds
steeply up the steps, leaving the view of the house and finding a welcome flat section of track midway up. The steps then
lead more steeply up the side of the valley, along the sheer rock walls for about 100m, and come to an intersection with
the Quarry Road management trail, where a 'Great North Walk' sign points back down the the hill. 
 Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows the GNW arrow post up a couple of timber steps and then
follows the track as it winds up over the gentle rise. Once over the rise, the track then leads down to the intersection with
Quarry Rd, where a 'Great North Walk' sign points back up the track.  

Int of Quarry Road and Great North Walk to Int of Quarry Rd and Old Man Valley Service Trail  0.2km 4 mins 
 (From 8.29 km) Turn right: From the intersection, this walk follows Quarry Road gently uphill away from the face of the
'Great North Walk' sign until just past a couple of house, this walk comes to an intersection with the gated 'Old Mans
Valley' management trail (on your left).  

Int of Quarry Rd and Old Man Valley Service Trail to Hornsby Train Station  0.5km 10 mins 
 (From 8.47 km) Continue straight: From the intersection, this walk follows Quarry Rd up the gentle hill for about 180m,
then follows the GNW arrow left onto Dural St. The footpath leads past the unit block, then past a few shops to come to
an intersection with the Pacific Hwy. Following the GNW arrow, this walk turns right across 'Dural St', passes a few more
shops, then crosses 'Dural Lane' before turning left across the Pacific Hwy at the traffic lights. Here the walk continues
straight across the 'Station St' pedestrian crossing, past the large 'Great North Walk' sign and across the bus lane to the
western entrance of Hornsby Station.  
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Map         Scale         2.5         km

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au
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Map         for         Section         1

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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Map         for         Section         2

Base         map         is         used         under         licence         and         is         (c)         Department         of         lands                           Panorama         Avenue         Bathurst         2795                           www.lands.nsw.gov.au

Map         Scale         1         km
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